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Context
SEE countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, 
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Greece, Ukraine and Serbia) face 
common challenges on solid waste management. Local 
governments are struggling to cope with the growing volumes of 
waste; basic waste service provision is mostly concentrated in 
urban areas, and illegal dumpsites are a frequent sight, especially 
in rural areas. Within this project’s framework, research on waste 
management economic instruments, institutional and financial 
analysis of the waste sector in SEE was conducted. Additionally, 
the identification and analysis of existing instruments in SEE, and 
provision of best practices for the purpose of replication was also 
achieved. 

Project Objectives
The Objective of this project was to support the:
i)    Country profiling and identification of economic instruments 
      implemented in SEE, including waste charges, landfill taxes, 
      incineration taxes, and economic instruments related to 
      extended producers’ responsibility, e.g. extended producer              
      responsibility scheme, pay-as-you-throw systems, taxation 
      on raw materials, deposit-refund systems, subsidies and fiscal 
      initiatives.
ii)  Analysis of the best economic instrument implemented in SEE, 
     taking into account revenue generation, administrative costs, 
     and market, social and environmental e�ects. 

Deliverables 
This project delivered the following products:
•  Report on situational analysis of SEE countries on waste
   management institutional framework and financial aspects of 
   the waste sector;
•  Analysis of economic instruments implemented in these 
   countries. 
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Since 1999, the Urban Research Institute (URI) has been delivering big 

results for development projects and programmers carried out 

throughout Albania. Our core business focuses on community 

development, local government strengthening, environmental protection, 

decentralization, and public services. We conduct studies, lobby the 

government, train local government units, increase public access to 

information, and connect development partners. URI has worked with 

donors such as USAID, Swiss Cooperation, the Netherlands Embassy, 

UNDP, World Bank, EU, SIDA, Open Society Foundation, etc. 
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